
 

 

 

 

 

December 2, 2014 

Dear TCA Community, 

During recent visits within our community, cabinet-level leaders and board members have 
received several questions and heard concerns regarding the impact on TCA of two significant 
issues – the Colorado State Board of Education’s initial decision and associated legislative 
approval to include the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) into the Colorado Academic 
Standards (CAS) and federal and state mandated testing requirements.  These concerns are 
legitimate, and our administration and Board of Directors continue to monitor the situation and 
the resulting impact on TCA.  In January 2014, our board passed a resolution expressing, among 
other things, our general opposition of the Common Core Standards Initiative and the mandate by 
the State Board of Education and the legislative bodies within the state of imposing the new 
national English Language Arts and Math standards and associated new assessments into the 
Colorado academic schedule.  TCA administrators have expressed concerns over the changes and 
have advocated for delay and/or adjustments in implementation through a variety of venues 
including testimony before the state senate education committee, addressing the state board of 
education via resolution and through public forum, via our TCA town-hall on the topic and other 
sponsored community forums, as a representative of charter schools in the Colorado Assessment 
Implementation Study, and as a panelist in a Colorado League of Charter Schools sponsored 
debate on the topic of Common Core. 
 

Specifically, the major areas of concern for TCA are: 
 

 the one-size-fits-all implementation methodology, 

 the intrusive and costly technological element of the testing, 

 the pedagogical concerns of the testing methodology, specifically computerized 
testing for elementary grades, versus traditional pencil and paper assessments, 
and 

 the impact on the autonomy of charter schools in determining curriculum choices. 
 

Ultimately, we believe that content standards at a national level will drive conformity instead of 
innovation, and mediocrity instead of excellence.  The Classical Academy remains committed to 
its founding principles and core values which states “the foremost measure of our success now 
and in the future is how well we live up to the words of this document, and to a lesser extent by 
test scores, number of students enrolled, number of students on our waitlist, and other outside 
measures of success.” 
 

Clearly, many in our community agree with the sentiment of our board’s resolution, and support 
our call for a return to the premise of local control of education as described in the Colorado state 
constitution and the Colorado Charter Schools Act which was passed to “create a legitimate



 

 

avenue for parents, teachers, and community members to take responsible risks to create new, 
innovative, and more flexible ways of educating all children within the public school system.”  If 
the choice were solely TCA’s we would not choose the new Common Core standards, testing 
methodology, or current assessment levels.  However, as a publicly funded school, we are not the 
only voice in this process. 
 

In some discussions that have occurred, a few have suggested that we go further and take a more 
aggressive approach; that we immediately exclude all CCSS and refuse to participate in state 
mandated testing.  These are well-intentioned inputs and on the surface many would agree with 
them.  However, we need to be clear that this more aggressive approach would impact our 
children and the school we hold dear.  Federal and state entities have been clear.  Outright refusal 
to participate in federally mandated testing would result in sanctions from the state, including the 
loss of grant and general fund dollars.  Refusal to participate in testing would also result in the 
loss of our accreditation or a drop in our accreditation rating.  Schools are required to meet a 95% 
student participation threshold for state testing as part of the accreditation process, therefore it 
is important that we as a school encourage participation in the required testing, even though we 
have expressed concern with the new approach.  We must be clear about the possible 
consequences.  We cannot afford a reduction in funding or loss/lowering of our accreditation, 
which ultimately will hurt both our students and school.  We must carefully weigh any symbolic 
gestures when such issues are at stake. 
 

The issue of local control, of which Common Core and what many would label as excessive 
mandatory testing are subsets, is critically important to the health and future of our charter 
school and the public school educational system in general.  Reversing the current trend that 
takes away from local control is the responsibility of our state government, including the state 
board of education, the legislature, and governor.  We urge individuals with concerns to express 
their viewpoints by contacting those responsible for the changes that have taken place at the 
state governmental levels. 
 

We ask for your continued support of our teachers, staff, and administrators as they balance the 
complex assortment of state and federal mandates while continuing to deliver an outstanding 
educational experience for our students.  Furthermore, they need your support, encouragement, 
and understanding as we meet the challenges ahead. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

    
Dr. Russ Sojourner    Dr. Jim Woody  
TCA President     TCA Board Chair 
 


